The history of grazing seems to have followed a similar pattern throughout the world. First, an abundance of native forage-one of the greatest natural resources available to man-then deterioration or loss of that resource, followed by efforts for rehabilitation. This paper summarizes the grazing history of Oregon, Washington, and In the early 1800s, this vast region produced some of the finest grassland in the world (Fig. 1) . Component species collectively were called bunchgrass. Three major species were prominent in this vast sea of grass which lay east of the Cascade Mountains. These are bluebunch wheatgrass, Idaho fescue, and Sandberg bluegrass. The larger grasses grew 18 to 36 inches tall and, either green or dry, were excellent forage for livestock. In the valleys, on the hills and on the plains, these grasses extended like endless seas. Along with this seemingly unlimited supply of food for livestock was also an abundance of water. Much of the water was poorly distributed, but overall, few places in the world had ever been endowed so lavishly with this essential resource.
INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK
Probably unknown to Lewis Vancouver, Washington, in 1836. Up to this time, cattle were kept to produce milk and cheese and to increase in numbers.
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HOMESTEADERS AND OTHER IMMIGRANTS
A new kind of immigrant was moving into the Northwestpeople who wanted to own 160 acres to plow, plant, and harvest, to stay put and live at home. The Federal Homestead Act of 1863 gave these people the opportunity to select a homestead, improve it, and own it. As they moved in, land was fenced with barbed wire, water holes and streams were fenced from use by stock on the open range; plows turned grassland under to produce wheat, hay, and vegetables.
Railroads also took their chunk of rangeland. In order to induce and assist railroads to build into the Northwest, the Government made grants of land to railroad companies. In some cases, a company was granted every odd-numbered section (a square mile containing about 640 acres) of land for 10 miles on each side of the right-of-way. One company received every odd-numbered section for 20 miles on each side of its right-of-way In conclusion it may be said that at first there was the land, the grass, and the water. As time went on, rangelands became overgrazed, the forage dwindled because of conflicts of interest and overexpansion of the livestock industry. To satisfy the many interests and to rehabilitate the range and promote good conservation practices, Federal, state, and private administration, planning, development, and
